Due Date: Friday December 14, 2012

Nathaniel Hawthorne Middle School 74



Name ________________________
8th Grade – Social Studies





Class  ______

Immigration Letter
Immigration was an important time period in American history (and still is), with much of what occurred having major effects on various groups of people.  As part of our study of Immigration, you will write a letter home as if you were a person living during this time period.  

Performance Task (WHST8-2): After researching articles and/or books on Immigration, you will write a letter home explaining what life in your “new” country is really like.  The description of your life should include the following:

· Details about life in the “new” country
· Details about your job in the “new” country
· Difficulties faced in your “new” community 
· Contributions to society from your ethnic group
Your letter can be a mixture of fictional and real details.  The real details must come from details that you gather from research.  You will be required to use 3 different sources of information other than your textbook (e.g. encyclopedias, books, legitimate internet sources, magazines, etc.) You must cite evidence from text/books that you use! 
Use all your prior assignments to help you write your letter (poem, journal entries, homework, etc.)

A proper bibliography must be submitted as part of your project.  Plagiarism is, of course, prohibited.
All projects must be typed (Arial 14pt; single spaced).  Your letter must have a professional appearance (neat, carefully organized, appropriate font and text size, etc.). Your letter must include at least 5 well-developed paragraphs (an introduction, 3 body paragraphs and a strong conclusion).  
This is an individual project.  Your grade will be based on the rubric provided.  It should be attached to your project when you hand it in on the due date.  Your project must be handed in on the due date.  Your grade will be lowered by 10 points for each day it is late!  As previously stated, absence, computer problems, or parent notes will not be considered acceptable excuses!

__________________________________________

Possible immigration groups for your letter: (can be a real or a fictional person)
· Chinese
· Mexican

· Western European countries (Ireland, Spain, etc.)

· Eastern European countries (Poland, Russia, etc.)

· Southern European countries (Greece, Italy, etc.)
Extra Credit: Rewrite your letter in a language other than English.
Common Core Writing Standards (please follow the standards listed below):

· Introduce your topic clearly, organize ideas and concepts.  

· Develop your topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations or other information and examples.

· Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

· Use precise language to explain your topic.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.







