
Narrative Writing Rubric (Grade 8)  Name: _______________________________  Class: ______

                 

Criteria            4            3            2            1 

Narrative Elements 

- - I have an engaging opening. 

- - I have established a context 

and point of view. 

- - I have incorporated narrative 

techniques.  

 

The elements of 

Narrative writing are 

presented, developed 

and controlled with 

sophistication. 

 

The elements of 

Narrative writing are 

presented, developed 

and controlled with 

accuracy. 

 

The elements of 

Narrative writing 

are somewhat 

presented, 

developed and 

controlled. 

 

The elements of 

Narrative writing are 

poorly presented, 

developed and 

controlled. 

Assign Points  20               19 18       17          16 15       14      13 12           11 

Topic and Ideas:  

- - My narrative is well 

developed with relevant 

description and details from 

the time period.  

- - My details reflect an accurate 

historical experience. 

 

The details and 

descriptions are 

presented, developed 

and controlled with 

sophistication. 

 

The details and 

descriptions are 

presented, developed 

and controlled with 

accuracy. 

 

The details and 

descriptions are 

somewhat 

presented, 

developed and 

controlled. 

 

The details and 

descriptions are 

unclear to the reader. 

Assign Points 20               19 18       17          16 15       14      13 12           11 

Organization/Structure 

- The opening, middle, and 

ending lead the reader smoothly 

through my writing. 

- The body paragraphs have a 

topic sentence supporting the 

narrative. 

-My conclusion has a strong 

sense of closure. 

 

The structure of the 

writing is developed 

and controlled with 

sophistication. 

 

The structure of the 

writing is developed 

and controlled with 

accuracy. 

 

The structure of the 

writing is 

somewhat 

developed and 

controlled.  

 

The writing does not 

maintain a clear and 

logical structure. 

Assign Points 20               19 18       17          16 15       14      13 12           11 

Language: 
I have worked on: 

 -sentence structure   

 -fluency 

- adding/ using my own voice 

 -incorporating content  

    vocabulary 

 

The language in the 

writing is developed 

and controlled with 

sophistication. 

 

 

The language in the 

writing is developed 

and controlled with 

accuracy. 

 

The language in the 

writing is missing 

some of the 

required elements. 

 

The language in the 

writing has little 

evidence of the 

required elements. 

Assign Points 20               19 18       17          16 15       14      13 12           11 

Conventions: 
- I have no errors in:          

    - spelling  

    - punctuation  

    - grammar  

 

My writing has a few 

minor errors. 

 

My writing has some 

errors. 

 

My writing has 

several errors. 

 

My writing has serious 

errors. 

Assign Points 10             9 8         7         6 5         4        3 2               1 

Research 

-Required Number of Sources 

-MLA work cited page follows 

format  

-Research is evident throughout  

  the writing 

The required elements 

of research are 

presented, developed 

& controlled with 

sophistication. 

The required 

elements of research 

are presented, 

developed & 

controlled with 

accuracy. 

Some of the 

required elements 

of research are 

presented, 

developed & 

controlled. 

There is little evidence 

of any of the required 

elements. 

Assign Points 10             9 8         7         6 5         4        3 2               1 

 

Narrative Elements  (11-20)  

Topic and Ideas (11-20)  

Organization and Structure (11-20)  

Language (11-20)  

Presentation/Publishing (1-10)  

Conventions (1-10)  

Total Score  (out of 100)  

 


