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What should the role of the press be? To help people stay @:
informed? To keep the power of government in check and
expose corruption? To make money? Newspapers and K)
other forms of media are businesses that want to make
money. To do so, people have to buy their papers or magazines, or listen to
or watch their stations. At times such as in the case of the explosion of the
Maine in 1898 the press has been known to distort information to “sell” their
products. The newspapers inflamed people who bought papers to keep
abreast of daily updates on the “crisis.”

Yet most would argue that the media’s role in a democracy is to inform
people about events and situations, arming them with knowledge to vote and
otherwise participate as citizens. Journalists and news editors have the
freedom to decide what issues and topics to write about; in other words, what
should people know? With such responsibility, most Americans would say
that the press should be honest, fair, and unbiased in its reporting.

In the early 1900’s muckrakers, journalists who favored social, economic,
and political reforms to improve society, used the newspapers to promote
their ideas and were hardly unbiased! They wrote about child labor,
dangerous working conditions in factories, graft in business and government,
and other forms of corruption with the goal of rousing public support for
changes. They were called *muckrakers* because they stirred up the “muck”
of society. Some considered the muckrakers to be heroes working to help the
cities, states, and the nation, while others saw them as troublemakers just
trying to sell papers.

What do you think is the MOST IMPORTANT role of the press? Why?

Based on what you read in the passage, would you say that “muckrakers”
were “heroes working to help the cities, states, and the nation” or
“troublemakers just trying to sell papers”? Explain your answer.





